
INFORMATION 

Build Buildings is Ben Tweel, musician, scien-
tist, philologist. Tweel was born in  Columbus, 
OH, and now lives in Brooklyn, NY.  Under the 
name Build Buildings, Tweel makes music 
with computers,  instruments, household 
noises and records.  Comparisons to artists 
such as Four Tet, Opiate, Dub Tractor, Matmos 
and Nobukazu Takemura can only go so far, 
because Tweel crafts songs that are 
completely unique yet immediately familiar.  
He creates a broad sonic palette from scratch: 
every synth has been painstakingly distilled 
from organic instruments and samples and 
every rhythm has been intricately assembled 
from household sounds, self-designed drum 
patches and random noise.

'There Is a Problem with My  Tape Recorder,' 
the third Build Buildings release, stakes out 
fresh turf far from the standard electronic 
music landscape.   In the course of the album, 
Tweel manipulates regular instruments to 
unrecognizable yet friendly ends, and puts 
familiar sounds in new contexts to extract 
their musical cores.  From the watery synth 
melody of “Servo” to the poppy, robot-friendly 
blips of “Microliters” and the drone-powered 
second half of “Mackerel Scout,” immediate 
arrangements and delicate beats still manage 
to leave space for external ambient sounds to 
filter in and play with the music. The deeper 
you venture into the album, the more apparent 
it becomes that you have not heard this before, 
as an internal logic to the album grows after 
repeat listens.  Equally suited for listening to 
at low volumes as pulsing loudly through 
headphones to notice the details that emerge 
on each listen.        

PRESS

“Beautiful deep music!” 
 -smart-music.net

“...music to accompany the slow accumulation 
of dust in corners, the passage of clouds 
across windows and the gentle exertions of the 
coffeemaker working away in the kitchen. 
...recommended listening for agoraphobics 
everywhere.”
 -the WIRE

“While traces of other artists' styles are 
audible (Oval in ‘Notices,’ Colleen in the medi-
tative ‘Test Me,’ and Alva Noto in ‘27 Cents’), 
Tweel as often as not stakes out a personal 
ground (‘Pendulum,’ for example, distin-
guished by its churning, bass-heavy rhythms 
of static textures, and the sunny ‘Dibs’ with its 
layers of glistening guitar strums).”
 -textura 

“...clear electronic music, alternating 
delicately between melodic butterflies and 
melodious abstraction.”
 -autresdirections.net [translated]

“...melodic electronica, fractured but with 
rather warm  and tranquil sonorities.”
 -derives.net [translated]

“The tracks on this CD are like a puzzle with 
organic and synthetic sounds that are 
conforming an ambience frame.” 
 -loop.cl

TRACKLIST

1. 27 Cents  (2:08)
2. Mackerel Scout  (3:30)
3. Dibs  (3:23)
4. Pendulum  (4:19)
5. Microliters  (3:39)
6. Test Me  (4:32)
7. Servo  (2:59)
8. Notices  (5:09)
9. Wash  (2:11)
10. tk  (3:19)
11. November  (4:44)
12. er+  (4:17)
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CONTACT

tremendous@buildbuildings.com
www.buildbuildings.com

PLAY

Build Buildings can be heard on these 
radio stations:

WBAR (New York City)
WCBN (Ann Arbor, MI)
KUOM (Minneapolis-St. Paul)
CIUT (Toronto)
Brave New Waves (Montreal)
WUAG (Greensboro, NC)
WNYU (New York City)
KZUU (Pullman, WA)
WREK (Atlanta)
WMBR (Cambridge, MA)
KSPC (Claremont, CA)
WUNH (Durham, NH)
underground.fm (Columbus, OH)
KBGA (Missoula, MT)
KTRU (Houston)
KFJC (Los Altos Hills, CA)
CJTR (Regina, Saskatchewan)
Cliqhop iTunes station

AVAILABILITY

‘There Is a Problem with My Tape 
Recorder’ is available on cd through 
cdbaby.com, and as a digital down-
load through iTunes, SonyConnect, 
MSN Music and more digital down-
load services.

build buildings there is a problem with my tape recorder
available now on cd

buildbuildings.com


